






aerosol cans (empty)
aluminum cans, foil, pots & 	pans
aseptic containers (juice, soup & 	
	 soy milk boxes)
bleach bottles
boxes (shipping)
cans, food (bi-metal/tin)
carbonless paper
cardboard (no need to bundle)
catalogs
cereal boxes
detergent boxes
egg cartons (paper)
envelopes (metal clasps & plastic 	
	 windows okay)
fruit baskets (plastic, and if 		
	 labeled  )
glass bottles & jars (no window, 	
	 mirror, drinking or treated glass)
grocery bags (paper only)
junk mail
lids & caps
magazines

newspaper (including inserts)
paint cans (empty/dry, latex only)
paper products
paper towel & toilet paper tubes
phone books
plastic bottles, jars & tubs (juice, 	
	 shampoo, condiments, water,
	 soda, yogurt, margarine, etc.)
plastics labeled 
scrap metal
shoe boxes
shredded paper (in a paper bag, 	
	 secured with a staple)
small appliances (toasters, 		
	 mixers, etc.)
water jugs

No one piece larger then 2’ x 2’ or
	 weighing more than 30 lbs.
No microwaves
No plastic bags
No Styrofoam

Please rinse recyclable food and 
beverage containers.

bones
bread
cactus
cereal
cheese
chopsticks (wooden)
coffee cups (paper)
coffee grounds
coffee filters (paper)
dairy products
egg shells
facial tissue
flowers
frozen food boxes
fruit
grains
grass cuttings
houseplants
ice cream cartons
ice cream sticks (wooden)
leaves
meat
milk cartons (paper)

newspaper (food-soiled)
paper take-out cartons (without 	
	 metal handles)
paper towels & napkins (food-
	 soiled)
pasta
pizza boxes (and leftover pizza)
prunings
Q-tips (with paper/wooden wands)
sawdust
shrubs
tea bags/tea bags with staples
tree twigs and branches (up to 6”
	 in diameter)
trees (holiday, unflocked)
vegetables
waxed cardboard
waxed paper (food-soiled)
waxed paper containers/cups
weeds
wine corks (natural only)
wood (uncoated, untreated)
wood chips
yard waste

6-pack rings (please cut)
bubble wrap
carbon paper
chewing gum
ceramics (including tile)
cosmetic containers with residue
cotton balls (soiled)
deodorant casing
diapers
feminine products
fish hooks
foam (all types)
hangers (or return to dry cleaners)
hardbound books
hose (garden or rubber)
glass, non-recyclable (auto, mirror, 	
	 window, tempered) 
laminated items
leather 
light bulbs (no fluorescent) 
metal cable wire
metallic wrapping paper
nails
nylon
packing peanuts (or return to 	
	 mailing store)
paper clips
paper used for cleaning (soiled)

pencils with erasers
pens (ink)
pet feces
photographs
plastic bags (or return to
	 grocery store)
plastics not marked with a 
plastic film/wrap
Q-tips (with plastic wand)
records/tapes/CDs
rubber/neoprene
rugs/mats
shoes (try donating first)
shower curtains/liners
sponges
straws/stir sticks (plastic)
stuffed animals/toys (try donating 	
	 first)
Styrofoam/polystyrene foam
tape (duct, masking, scotch)
textiles (old/worn clothing; try 	
	 donating first)
toothpaste tubes
transparencies/microfilm/negatives 	
	 (acetate)
utensils (plastic)
vacuum bags
wood (treated)

No Recyclable Materials or Organics
Before discarding, please consider reusing or donating. Please 
make sure all materials fit inside the cart with the lid closed.

No Organics or Solid Waste
Before discarding, please consider reusing or donating. Please 
make sure all materials fit inside the cart with the lid closed.

What Goes in 
the Garbage?

What Goes in 
the Organics?

What Goes in 
the Recycling?

No Recyclable Materials or Solid Waste
Before discarding, please consider reusing or donating. Please 
make sure all materials fit inside the cart with the lid closed.

For your convenience, ACI has provided a green 
kitchen pail for the collection of food-soiled paper 
and food scraps. Simply deposit the contents of 
the pail into your green organics cart.

Put used motor oil in a sealed 1-gallon, screw-top 
container, and used oil filters in a sealed zipper-locked 
bag. Place them next to (not inside) the blue recycling 
cart. Free oil jugs and oil filter bags may be requested 
from ACI. No other automotive liquids accepted.
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On-Call Clean Up Program

Proper Set Out

Alameda residents of single-family homes and multiplex buildings (with 4 

units or less) may schedule an annual on-call clean up to discard overflow 

waste and recyclable materials. This service is available at no charge, once 

per 12-month period. You will receive a 2-cubic yard container for smaller 

items and may also set out up to three bulky 

items for collection. Contact ACI to determine 

eligibility and to schedule your clean up.

Be sure to place your blue, green and grey carts •	

out for collection prior to 5:00 a.m. on your 

scheduled collection day. 

Place carts curbside and leave about two feet •	

between carts and other obstacles, such as 

parked cars. Please do not place carts against fire 

hydrants, parking meters or utility poles.

Do not overload—lids must fully close. Overflow garbage will not be collected unless you have affixed •	

pre-paid tags to your trash bag. Call ACI to purchase tags or schedule an additional pick-up.

Place carts at least two feet apart at curb.

Before discarding, please 
consider reusing or donating!

2’ 2’

Recyclables GarbageOrganics

Residents may drop off batteries, 
fluorescents and latex paint at the 

ACI office. Only household batteries, like A, 
AA, AAA, C, D and 9-volt are accepted.

Batteries, Bulbs & Latex Paint

No household hazardous waste 
(HHW), radioactive materials, poison 

or toxic materials are accepted. Residents 
can dispose of HHW safely, conveniently, 
and FREE at the  Oakland Household 
Hazardous Waste facility. Open Thursday 
through Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. No appointment necessary. Call the 
Alameda County Household Hazardous 
Waste line at 1-800-606-6606 for more 
information on proper disposal of HHW.

Toxics & Poisons

Holiday Collection Schedule
No collection on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

When one of these holidays falls on a 
weekday, service from that day forward 
will be one day behind until the next 
week begins.




